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« The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 
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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )M Responsive to communication(s) filed on 14 February 2005 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)[3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) M Claim(s) 7-77 and 18-23 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This Action is in response to Response filed 2/14/05. 

2. Claims 1-11 and 18-23 are presented for examination. 

3. Claims 12-17, 24, and 25 have been withdrawn as subject to a restriction requirement. 

4. This Action is non-Final 



Election/Restrictions 

5. Applicant's election without traverse of Group 1, claims 1-1 1 and 18-23, in the reply 
filed on 2/14/05 is acknowledged. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

7. Claims 7-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. Specifically, line 9 of claim 7 recites, "receiving a message 
containing at least one unique identifier." It is not clear if the recited "at least one unique 
identifier" is the same as the "at least one unique identifier" previously recited in lines 4-8. 
For the purpose of applying prior art, the Examiner interprets that it may be either the same 
or a different identifier. 

8. As a dependent claim, claim 8 suffers from the same deficiencies as claim 7. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

9. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

'(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

10. Claims 1-11 and 18-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Shteyn et al (US 6,782,253 Bl) (hereinafter Shteyn). 

11. As for claims 1, 4 and 7, Shteyn discloses one or more computer-readable media having 
computer-readable instructions thereon which, when executed by one or more processors, 
cause the one or more processors to: 

associate at least one unique identifier with at least one location (col. 10, lines 1 1-33; see 
also col. 1, lines 46-55); 

associate one or more device or service with said at least one unique identifier (col. 10, 
lines 1 1-33; see also col. 1, lines 52-55); and 

provide an indication of said one or more device or service that are associated with said at 
least one unique identifier by: 

receiving a message containing at least one unique identifier (col. 3, lines 1-16; col. 

10, lines 11-21; see also col. 1, lines 52-55); 

ascertaining said one or more device or service based upon said at least one unique 

identifier (col. 3, lines 47-50; col. 10, lines 11-33 ; see also col. 1, lines 52-58); and 
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replying to a sender of the message with a list of available devices or services for a 
location corresponding to said at least one unique identifier (col. 10, lines 1 1-25; see also 
col 1, lines 55-58). 

12. As for claim 2, Shteyn discloses the method of claim 1, wherein associating said one or 
more device or service comprises associating multiple devices or services with said at least 
one unique identifier (col. 7, lines 33-54; col. 10, lines 1 1-25). 

13. As for claim 3, Shteyn discloses the method of claim 2, said associating multiple devices 
or services with said at least one unique identifier comprises associating multiple different 
devices or services with said at least one unique identifier (col. 7, lines 33-54; col. 10, lines 
11-25). 

14. As for claim 5, Shteyn discloses the method of claim 4, wherein said acts of receiving 
and replying are accomplished via a network (Fig. 1). 

15. As for claim 6, Shteyn discloses the method of claim 4, wherein said acts of receiving 
and replying are accomplished via the Internet (col. 7, lines 30-32). 

16. As for claim 8, Shteyn discloses a server embodying the one or more computer-readable 
media of claim 7 (server 1 16, Fig. 2; see also col. 1, lines 45-48). 

17. As for claim 9, Shteyn discloses a method of discovering local devices or services 
comprising: 

associating multiple unique identifiers with multiple related locations, each related 
location having a unique identifier (col. 10, lines 1 1-33; see also col. 1, lines 46-55); 
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associating one or more device or service with one or more of the unique identifiers, the 
one or more device or service being accessible from a location that corresponds to a unique 
identifier (col. 10, lines 1 1-33; see also col. 1, lines 46-55); 

receiving a message from a client device that contains a unique identifier of one or more 
of the locations (col. 10, lines 11-21; see also col 1, lines 52-55); 

ascertaining from said unique identifier any devices or services that are associated with a 
location that corresponds to said unique identifier (col. 3, lines 47-50; col. 10, lines 11-21; 
see also col. 1, lines 52-55); and 

replying to said client device with a list of available devices or services for the location 
(col. 10, lines 1 1-25; see also col. 1, lines 46-55). 

18. As for claim 10, Shteyn discloses the method of claim 9, wherein said acts of receiving 
and replying are accomplished via a network (Fig. 1). 

19. As for claim 11, Shteyn discloses the method of claim 9, wherein said acts of receiving 
and replying are accomplished via the Internet (col. 7, lines 30-32). 

20. As for claims 18 and 22, Shteyn discloses a method and system of discovering local 
devices comprising: 

acquiring a unique identifier that is associated with a location for which one or more 
corresponding devices or services are desired to be discovered (col. 3, lines 47-50; col. 10, 
lines 1 1-33 ; see also col. 1, lines 52-58); 

sending a message containing the unique identifier over a network and to an entity from 
which the devices or services can be discovered (col. 10, lines 1 1-25; see also col. 1, lines 
55-58); and 
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receiving a reply from the entity, the reply containing a list of available devices or 
services for the location (col. 10, lines 1 1-25; see also col. 1, lines 55-58). 

21 . As for claim 19, Shteyn discloses the method of claim 18, wherein said acquiring 
comprises receiving manually entered data comprising the unique identifier (considered 
inherent to normal use of the web-enabled client device disclosed by Shteyn, such as by 
entering aurl; see also, col. 1, lines 19-34). 

22. As for claim 20, Shteyn discloses the method of claim 18, wherein said acquiring 
comprises automatically acquiring the unique identifier with the client device (col. 10, lines 
1 1-25; see also col. 1, lines 55-58). 

23. As for claim 21 , Shteyn discloses the method of claim 18, wherein said acts of sending 
and receiving comprise doing so via the Internet (col. 7, lines 30-32). 

24. As for claim 23, Shteyn discloses a client device embodying the one or more computer- 
readable media of claim 22 (mobile phone 108, Fig. 1). 

Conclusion 

25. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: 

US 6,772,213 B2, note database details; 
US 6,697,018 B2, note Fig. 1 and abstract; 
US 6,816,735 Bl, note cols. 3-4; 
US 6,456,852 B2, note col. 2, lines 9-23; 
US 6, 1 1 5,754, note abstract. 
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26. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Aaron C Perez-Daple whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3974. The examiner can normally be reached on 9am- 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Follansbee can be reached on (571) 272-3964. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access 
to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll-free). 




Aaron Perez-Daple 




